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Photographs and the Weather

[image: image3.png]


When you look at a photograph what clues will help you know about the weather when it was taken? Here are just a few ideas to help you in your detective work. The more clues you can use, the more likely you are to be right.

Obvious weather 

There will be some things you can see easily, such as snow, fog and rain. 
What are people wearing? 

You can’t be sure that what people wear reflects the weather, but more often than not it does. 
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Are people weathering coats, hats, scarves, boots, sandals, sunglasses, tee-shirts, swimming costumes....

Are there clear shadows?

The stronger the sun the more clear and dark the shadows will be. No shadows may mean that it is cloudy. 

Don’t be fooled however, bright sun is not always warm – think about the winter sun. 

Are there clouds in the sky?

If it is cloudy it may not be as warm as if it is sunny. Careful though, clear weather in winter can mean it is quite cold! Do the clouds look as though they are bringing rain? Dark grey clouds often bring rain.
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Is the ground wet?

Umbrellas or raincoats will usually be an indication of rain. If the rain has just stopped the ground may be wet and shiny. If it has stopped a while ago, there may still be puddles around. 
What season is it?

If there are plants in the photograph they may help you see what season it is. Are there flowers out? Are there leaves on the trees? What weather might you expect in this season? There are some places which do not have clear seasons, mainly those near the equator.
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Are things blowing about?

Is smoke going straight up or is being blown to one side? What about the trees, grass or clothing? Are people holding on to things? 
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